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Dear U

Thank you for your letter of 12 April. We ane somy that prassure of other commitments has
. daelayed our responso.

When we first suggested (in our letter of 1 December) that there might be merit in
representatives of the Trust and the University meeting you, wea had it in mind that such a
masting would be held after you had let us have a written list of the specific questions
which in your view remained unanswered and which lay within the jurisdiction of the Trust
ar the University {or both). We suggesled a meeling on that basis with the specilic
purpase of ensuring that we fully understood your concerns, and ensurng that we werea all
clear about the extent to which the University and the Trust could legitimately take those
concerns forward.

In wour lelter of 12 April, vou ask thal the mesting be held before vou maks a further
detailed submission to the Trust and the University. We agree to that, We must, however,
make it clear that the purpose of the meeting has to remain the same: we see it simply as
an opportunity to clarity the issues (that is, to clanfy your concerns and to clarify our
jurisdiction). After the meeting, we would still need to receive from you, on the basis
. explained in aur letter of 1 December, a comprehensive statement of concems falling
within our junsdiction which you are looking to the Trust or the University (or both) to take
fonward. We reiterate that you should include in that submizsion aii gquastions which you
consider we need to address: as we said in December, we are prepared to look at any
unresolvad issues which lie within our jurisdiction, but we must do so in a comprehensive
fashion, in a way which avoids an andless dialogue or series of allegations, Only when we
receive your submission will we be in a position to determine what furthar action, if any,
either the Trust ar the University can or should take.

Assuming that you are happy to meet on the basis outlined above, the Trust would be
representad at the meeting by Hugo Mascie-Taylor and John Loval and the University by
Matthew Knight and Roger Gair. The meeting would take place at Trust Headguarters in
Leads, the dale and time o be agreed.

Cant'd...
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In the meanfime, we should confirm that the two individuals who carried ouf the
praliminary screening of your criginal allegations against Professor Cunliffe have both
confirmed in writing that they have never received any funding from Roche or indeed had
any direct contact with that company. It is, however, our general policy that screanars ara
appointed on a confideniial basis and that applies in this case.

Also we can report that we are now in a position to respond to yeur queslion aboul
tinancial contrbutions made by Roche o the University. We must make it clear, howeswver,
that we can speak with any authority only for the past seven years, the perod for which
detailed financial records are kept. And we should make it plain too that, whilst we aro
reazonably confidant that the data summarnsed below is complete, the nature of the
accounting systerms wused by the University — a large and complex organisation, with a
devolved management structure — make it impossibla 10 be absolutely sura that we will
hawve picked up aliincome from Hoche even over the past seven years.

Subject to this caveal, we can conflinm thal the University received three research grants

from Hoche in the period since 1993, with a total patential value of up to £110k, (In the
Fevent, only £63k was claimad on these grants from Roche). Mone of the grants was to
':_F'_rﬂfessc:r Cuniiffe, ar indeed to anyone elsa in dermatology.
For completeness, there are three [urlher points we should make. First, in the 1880s and
early 1990s, Roche provided substantial recurrent funding for rheumatological research
carried out through the University. Full details could be obtained (if at all) only at
disproportionate cost, but this contract was worth about E176K per annum in 1988. To the
best of our knowledge and belief. there is no link between the rheumatological research
funded by Roche and Professor Cunlifie’s dermatological worlk,

Sacondly, in addition to the research grants mentioned above, the University has since
1993 invoiced Roche for some £4.5k for miscellaneous goods and services.

Finally, the University has received ressaich funding from the Lesds Foundation for
Dermatological Fesearch, which in turn has derived a proportion of its income from Roche
{about one seventh of the Foundation's total incorme over the pasl five years), The
Foundation is a charitable company, limited by guarantes and registered with the Charity
Lommission; it promotes the study of skin disease and specifically seeks to improve
knowledge of the means of prevention, diagnosis, metheds of treatment and cure of skin
disgase. Since 1987, the University has been awarded research granis from the
Foundation totalling about £520k.

To set all of this in context, it is perhaps worth making the peint that leading British
universities derive a considerable proportion of their income through grants and contracts
to undertake specific research projects, and that these grants and contracts come from a
range of public-sector, charitable and commercial bodias. Income from research grants
and contracis to Leeds in 1998-39, for example, totalled £51 million.

Cont'd...
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Pleass note also thal no matters of concern arose as a resull of the Trust's financial audit
refarred to in our letter dated 1 December 199%, either in regard to Professor Cunliffe’s

affairs or othorwiso.

Yours sincerely
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DAVID JOHNSOMN PROFESS0OR PIERRE GUILLOLW
. Chief Executive Dean of the School of Medicine
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